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They're the most awesome heroes 
fighting the most despicable villains 
in a universal struggle for power. 
And they're yours in this incredible 
collection of twelve action figures. 
Just squeeze 'em. Each has its own 
power action. Superman punches. 
Brainiac kicks. The Flash runs. Get 
them together and you trigger the 
endless battle of the Super Powers 
Collection. Who wins? Who loses? 
You decide! 
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When you mail -in 

3 proofs -of- purchase 

from 



Chocolate Sandwich 
Cookies 

Hey, kids! You can get this collectors edition 
1 st issue with the original three stories 
introducing BATMAN!.. ROBIN !.. THE 
JOKER.".. FREE! This series has never been 
printed in one comic book and cannot be " 
bought. All you have to do to get this spe - ■'■ 
cial comic is complete the Official Order 
Form below and mail it along with 3 Pur- 
chase Seals from 3 packages of OREO 
Chocolate Sandwich Cookies. So 
ask your Mom to buy ...OREO— the 
one and only. The dark, delicious, 
creamy, crunchy, chocolate 
sandwich cookies. HURRY... 
FREE BATMAN Comic Book 
orders must be received by 
JUNE 30. 19841 

"Indicates trademark of DC Comics Inc. 

OK ORDER FORM | 

Complete and Mail to: OREO/BATMAN Comic, P.O. Box 619, Young America, MN 55399 Please send me my 
FREE BATMAN comic book. I have enclosed three (3) Purchase Seals from three (3) packages of OREO® 

and/ or OREO® Double Stuf • Chocolate Sandwich Cookies. 

Send my comic book to: 




(PI EASE PRINT) 



City State Zip 

Offer good only in U.S A This Official Order Form must be used 
and cannot be reproduced. Limit one offer per household, group 
or organization. Offer void where taxed, restricted or prohib- 
ited by law. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. ORDER MUST BE 
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RECEIVED BY JUNE 30, 1984. i 




START A 
BUSINESS 
OF YOUR 
OWN. 



For mora details 
mail attached 
coupon TODAY. 
HURRY! 



rGET-A'CRITi 

thafs what people will be saying after YOU 
introduce them to GRIT for the first time. 



HERE'S YOUR BIG CHANCE TO: 
Earn extra spending money 
Earn great prizes 
Gain practical business experience 



»•*• ftlt Out arid Mad This Coupon )n An Envelop* Today 

GRIT PUBLISHING CO., Williamsport, PA 17701 

Please send me all the details ond copies 

Each week to start my own GRIT route. 
>PR!N! 

Name 



In Care of 
Address ... 
Town 



State 



Zip 



Sliltf illll ; .-r;r,-,-- • III ■.■-'■., n tillti 

p*i,iV Mwnnw aid*, ij ', Age Date of Birth 

vnttxif tjitt-r m lit? \kllrMH M-. * 

l'\.'fil'u<mili'l • r~. Moie Please Print Yoyr la$f Norne Plainly Below 



Month Doy Veor 



; n Female 



Wlinnrwi. M \m\ : Signature of Parent 

Papers sent only in Continent^ U.5 J or Guardian 
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THE NEW DC. THERE'S NO STOPPING US NOW! 
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HAVE YOU HEARP ABOUT IT ? 



THE \1\€ SCHOOL OF 
VvSrif CARTOON 
iitf^AND GRAPHIC 
WtKJ ART, INC. 
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A 3'YBAR PROGRAM 

OFFERING A COMPCBTS 
COO&Se IN CIN6MATIC fcfs^ 
ANIMATION ANP 
CARTOON QfZAPHICS/ 



£>^ 









^ f*QPB9mONAL 

SCHOOL . . . TAU6HT W 
P&OFesStONAL*. , . 
FOR. THOSE WHO WANT TO 
S£ PROFESSIONALS/ 



APPROVE? 

FOR THE 

FOLLOWING : 




tlJL« # 



• N.J. P6PT. OF eOUCATlON 

• VETERANS 

• NON-RESIPENT ALIEN 

STUPENTS 



X .slr&'Uk. 



AccnePiTBP 

9V THE NAT'L 
ASSOCIATION 

or TBAPet 

TECH- SCHOOLS 




mm 



FINANCIAL 
AIP AVAILABLE 



jfamfb 




aagffibvc&f&MpE&T: sot?*. 

OP&P^eee/JT PA&EMT&, 
SfiMREA £/M/LAK HEBITAOe 
BOTH '/-/AYE /fi/HEe/TEC? =S»_ 
GEME COPEB ALTEgEP gy >T 
LIN5H/ELPEP EXPOet/fZB -<^ 
->S> 7HE /tfUC-VVEZeE. 




VOU MV0H' WHAT r BELIEVE, 

CHBisroPHep. THeee le aw 
evi l £A/r/ry a&ooap iw 

THE /VIULT/VeK&e - - /"AMP WHO 

A caeATUKe that / succeepeo, 

ALMOST PE&TEOVED ' OIEBCTL.Y OK IN 
THE OBU5ISIAL- 
>)ft45/ POBCB, 

TWO decades 
ASO- 




gy AGCIPESJT HE CAPTLiEED 
ONE OF My g£g£ABCH 

pBoeee—Mo he may 

uee THE IMFMZMATIOM 
IMTHE PtaaBE TO 
HARM HUMANITY,, 




l&TEU ZUEP ABOUT 
fe/MS A AM$T£Z THIEF. 
APTUAl-Ly,X'MA TOTAL 
/A/COMPETBNT. 










^e£AL-L\^j^ 


E^vnS 




o 




i 




■)! 


^Tage YOU 

■ USTEHING 




. m miMip ■% m*% ■ ■■■ a ■ am in Mfr/to advertiser direct tor Information. 

WRI IE RluH NOW! For advert " ,ng ""•• •""• & ««*«»«*<*> 



355 LEXINGTON AVE N.Y. 10017 



COMIC 

BOOKS 



FOR 
[SALE 






250,000 In slock, complete Marvel & 
Groups from 1936-1983. Also TV. Guides, 
James Bond, U.N.C.L.E., Doc Savage, 
Mags, Dark Shadows, T.V. Avengers, 
Disney, Movie Items, etc. From 1900-1983. 
We Buy. Q| ANT CATALOG $1.00 

HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY 

P.O.lox lit. ltoi»dal.. QNS.. N.Y. 1 1422 



Dynamic Health ^ 

BODYBUILDING COURSE 

EVHlTTHIwa YOU NEED FOB WOO Weights not 
necessary. Nothing else to buy. FAST 
RESULTS. Complete, easy to understand 
course Is fully Illustrated Meaty tock 
iinmHiJ if not completely satisfied. 
Special HANDBALANCING lessons 
plus Info on what to EAT for mm 
fatter results Included. Sea* hi: 
PENDULUM PRODUCTS 
Box 246 Dept. 2-V 
Brooklyn. N.Y. 11214 




Thousands of Marvels & DCs 
For catalog send 50* to: 

CENTORCOMIC8 

122 E. 42 St. New York, NY 10168 
A dlvl»k>n or Centenmdle Inc. 
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GIANT LAND HERMIT CRABS 
MAKE GREAT PETS! 
EASY CARE! ^CRY/Tll* 

SEND ONLY *S.K\Tl*'*.' 

$4.95 + $1.00 P&H! 
B.O.P., Ltd. 
76 Maple St, E. Hartford, CT 06118 
** Money Back Guarantee ** 




COMIC BOOKS BOUGHT, SOLD, and 
TRADED. 

My List is FREE! WSA #314 

Comics, Bags, Boxes, etc. 

JOHN S. 1AVARONE, 

7 Forest Ave., Albany, NY12208 



HELP DESTROY A FAMILY 



# 



National Committee for 
Prevention of Child Abuse, 
Box 2866, Chicago. III. 60690 



SEND FOR OUR GIANT 16 PAGE LIST OF DC. Jk 
MARVEL COMICS FROM 1946 TO THE PRESENT. 
ONLY $1.00. OVER 60,000 COMICS ON HAND. 
SAM'S COMIC WORLD, P0 BOX 42106, TUCSON, 
ARIZONA 85733. 
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FANTASTIC STICKERS 

UFO's • Space Heroes • Sharks 

And More! 
Complete with 3D Glosses 

SEND __ 

s 4 00 /^ALKEMY 

I • c i^aml Productions. Inc. 
Pius 25< for M10 Ujkeview Drive 
posroge & Sommerville, S.C. 29483 

handling 




THE CATALOG. 



Ttkini' 
fend SI M lr«fwn*td wirfi liril «r«tr) 

FantaCo Enterprises, Inc. 

II C.nlr.l *,.nu. • *lk,n, NT 12218 



STAMP 
COLLECTORS 

FREE - A United States mint souvenir sheet 
is our gift to you with your request for U.S. 
and foreign approvals. 

COLONIE, Box 12113 
Albany, N.Y. 12212 



GOLDEN STATE COMICS 

Send 25* (ex comics .setting Jist 

and FREE protective comic beg, 

4688 Boundary, San Diego, CA 921 16 

or visit our store : 
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Spy Scope $2.75 

Powerful, yet fits pocket 
like pen. Magnifies 
several times original 
size. Brings distant ob- 
jects closer. 6". 
#6724 „.,.., $2.75 
POLICE 
STYLE 




Handcuffs' '$6.98 



Regulation size, with 
keys. All metal. Chrome 
plated steel. 
#9043 $6.98 



FREE CA TAL06 of 1600 Novelties 
with Your Order 




Looks like attractive book. 
With combination lock safe 
for valuables. 4x6x1 V2". 
#4012 $3.75 




X-Ray Glasses I 



Apparently see bones I 
thru skin, see thru J 
clothesl Regular size I 
glasses with built-in J 
optical illusion. 
#3762 $1.98* 



Add 7 5C for shipping: Johnson Smith Company I 
Dept. 3302, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043 



HARTI COMICS 

P.O. BOX 19084, PHOENIX, AZ 85009 

Variety • Quality • Low Prices 

Send 25* (or Our Unusual Sale List 



COLLECTORS: Problems Finding That 
Special Comic? We have Thousandt Of 
Comics Competitively Priced. For List 
Send 75c (Refundable With 1st Order) 
To: K&R COMICS 1388 Thomas Place, 
Dubuque. Iowa 52001 




sby says: 

"If you cant 
send you, 

send money" 
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American 
Red Cross 



MARVEL & DC COMICS LOWEST PRICES 

All Marvels available Irom F.F. 1 to present We also carry 
direct sales companies. 5 different conditions, very strict 
grading. Recenl books onry 60t. Super lasl service, satisfac- 
tion guaranteed We also sell bags, boxes, backing boards, 
mylar, etc. For catalogue send 25C to: J&'S Comics. PO Box 
2057, Red Bank. NJ 07701. 



JUI.HUIS BODY? Hildays 

DYNAMIC-TENSION 
starts giving results you can 
feel and your friends will 
notice Big, useful muscles. 
Gain weight, if needed. Lose 
"pot belly." Send oame and 
address for 32-page book — FREE. 
CHUDLES »TL»S, 49 West 23rd St., 
flew York, N.Y. 10010 Dept. 81E 




March of Dimes 



3 MIL COMIC BAGS 



^pr $5.25 per 100 bag* 

^rf Include 25C for catalog 
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EMPIRE COMICS 

572 Stone Road, Rochester, N.Y 14616 



WRITE RIGHT NOW! 



Write advertiser direct for Information. 

For advertising rates write S. Schwarz & Co. 

355 LEXINGTON AVE N.Y. 10017 
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TM indicates Trademark of DC Comics Inc. ©1982 • 1982 Remco Toys, Inc. New York, NY 10010 
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By Gary Cohn, Ban JWisMcin, 
M*aris Cnllins amdM*abio3§awcx>s. 

Wfe*ue made comics 
fun again! 

ThenewBCThew^*smo stopping usiiow/ 

'Indicates trademark of DC Comics Inc. Copyright £) 1S84 DC Comics Inc. 





I same month. It'll be in the Mondo 
format, U.S. cover price: 75*. 
And, oh, yeah! Take a good look at 
Paris Cullins' art. A youngster from 
Philly, loaded with talent. A probable 
star of the not-too-distant future. 
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Nert year, 1985, DC Comics will 
embark upon a year-long celebration 
of its 50th anniversary. (More on that 
later) Despite this irrefutable evidence 
of longevity, I tend to think of DC as a 
young company. The New DC is more 
than a slogan. It describes a radical 
change in our company's operating 
philosophies and in the nature of our 
publishing ventures. It started just two 
short years ago when DC Comicso 
made a commitment to the creative 
community and the public that 
henceforth DC Comics wanted to 
publish comics that would make the 
creators proud and appeal to the 
readers. Since then we've had some 
hits and a few misses. We'll probably 
have more of both, but the commitment 
that we made two years ago will 
endure. . . and grow. . . because, you see, 
we are a young company and 
everyone knows that youngster's 
usually grow and mature. 

1984 promises to be a year of growth 
and fun. We started firming up our 
plans for the year just after coming out 
of hiding. (It took a few weeks to be 
convinced that big brother really 
wasn't watching usl), and I thought 
that this column, the first I write after 
the new year, would be a good place to 
start telling you about a few of those 
plans. (A quick aside: we have forty or 
■o different projects in various stages 
of development so this will just scratch 
the surfacel) 



lines to talk about DC's philosophy 
about reprints. Bear with me... I'll try 
not to sound too self-congratulatory. 
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New Gods. Jack Kirby has returned 
to DC just in time to see his creation 
reprinted in a format that will do it 
justice. The deluxe format series 
($2.00 cover price) will reprint New 
Gods nos. 1-11 in six 48-page books 
with issue six featuring an all-new 
story written and drawn by Jack that 
will tie up the loose ends. King Kirby 
will also design six new covers for the 
series (some of them wraparounds) 
and perhaps some new pin-up pages 
or collages to enhance the interior art. 
Issue #1 is cover-dated June and will 
be on sale March 15th. Subsequent 
issues will be released monthly. 

While we are on the subject of 
reprints, I think I'd like to take a few 



© 



First off, we pay the highest reprint 
rates currently being paid to creators. 
This meano that the difference in cost to 
us between all new art, and reprinting 
existing art has been narrowed to the 
point that there exists no 
overwhelming profit motive to reprint, 
since production and shipping costs 
are fixed. Secondly, we choose only 
material that deserves to be 
reprinted... material that has 
■ withstood the test of time and has, in 
I our opinion, earned the status of 
< "classic," and we'll only release one 
I title per month. Last, we heap lots of 
T.L.C. on these best of DC's past... we 
give the material the attention it 
deserves, and, wherever possible, invite 
the original creator(s) to join us in 
preparing the material for publication. 
I'm glad to say that, to date, that's 
happened for our first three deluxe 
format reprints. Neal Adams provided 
new full-color covers for five of the six 

Green Lantern - Green Arrow 
reprints and colors for all six. Denny 
O'Neil wrote a text piece for the same 
project. Walt Simonson drew a new 
cover for Manhunter and I've just 
detailed Jack Kirby' s involvement in 
' New Gods. 

In short, we do it as well as we can. . . a 
celebration of a past great event in 
comics history. Join us in that 
celebration, won't you? 
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Onward! 
Blue Devil was created by Gary 
Cohn and Dan Mishkin and drawn by 
Paris Cullins. This should be a lot of 
fun. If s about a Hollywood stuntman 
and creator of monster costumes who 
creates the ultimate monster costume 
for a movie called... The Blue Devil 
and... well, why spoil the fun? Blue 
Devil will debut on the June schedule 
I with a free preview slated for the Fury 
of Firestorm #24 and issue number 
one of Blue Devil, releasing later in the 



"More on that later" Department 

It's too early to give you all the details 
of our upcoming 50th Anniversary 
celebration,but I can tell you that it will 
include as many as 20 special issues of 
regular titles; a 50th anniversary logo 
which will identify these specials; 12 
handbooks of who's who in the DC 
Universe; and the previously 
announced History of the DC 
Universe maxi-series. We felt it 
appropriate to save this blockbuster 
maxi-serles for this anniversary year 
because the changes in our universe 
and the startling events that will unfold 
within its pages will alter forever the 
DC universe and provide some 
wonderful stepping stones for the next 
50 years. Clue: look for odd 
occurrences in DC titles from now till 
the end of this year. They'll provide 
additional clues as to the who, what, 
where, when and why of the DC 
Universe maxi-series and the 24 
planned handbooks. Bob 
Greenberger, who has just rejoined 
our staff (welcome back, Bob), will 
assist them; and Peter Sanderson spent 
the better part of 18 months in our 
library doing the research that made it 
all possible. 
Whew! 
Thank you and Good Afternoon. 
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Sword of the Atom Special # 1 . Not 

content with the success of the recent 
mini-series of the same title, creative 
team Jan Strnad and Gil Kane 
Burrounded me at lunch during a 
recent Kansas City convention (Jan's 
from that neck of the woods) and 
convinced me that they had to take the 
story line one step further to achieve 
true and lasting satisfaction. No 
argument from me. Matter of fact, the 
story that they unfolded at that lunch 
table sounded real good to me. Loaded 
with plot twists and a truly surprising 
ending, this 48-page Mando special 
will have a U.S. cover price of $1.25 
and will go on sale sometime in the 
spring, and if you enjoyed Gil's 
exciting art (many readers wrote in to 
say it was Gil's best ever!) and Jan's 
literate scripting on the recently 
completed Sword of the Atom mini- 
series, this one's a mustl 
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DC Comic* inc. 
066 Fifth Avenue 
Now York, NY 10103 



Jenetto Kahn, President and Publisher 

Dick Giordano. Vice Pres. -Executive Editor 

Andrew Helter, Editor 

Tom Condon. Managing Editor 

Pat Baetienne, Editorial Coordinator 

Bob Rozakis, Production Manager 

Joe Orlando, Vice Pres -Editorial Director 

Paul Loviu, Vice Pres -Operation! 

Bruce Bristow, Marketing Director 

Arthui Qutowltz. Treaaurer 



Hellooo again, dear friends and 
readers — we're back. Last issue this 
letter column was actually SQUEEZED 
out of the magazine— with 25 pages of 
story and art, there was simply no room 
for this page to appearl So, if you'll all 
indulge us for a moment, we have some 
people to thank for their creative efforts 
last time around: 

First, a shake of the hand to Mr. Ross 
Andru, guest penciller for issues 4 and 
5. Ross, is one of our most versatile 
artists, and you can see his latest work 
in VIGILANTE. 

Second, a slap on the back to Mr. Joe 
Orlando for contributing issue #5's 
glorious splash page, which was inked 
in the twinkling of an eye by our own 
Jose Luis Garcia Lopez. Joe (not Jose) is 
V.P. (that's Vice-President, for all you 
noncorporate types) and Editorial Direc- 
tor here at DC, but it's always nice to see 
him pick up a pencil now and then to 
remind us he's one of the comics' finest 
artists. 

And finally, a whack on the head (an 
affectionate one, of course) to Mr Bob 
Lappan, who, in addition to performing 
his regular duties as letterer of the 
ATARI FORCE, penciled and inked about 
half a dozen drawings of the Hukka after 
we discovered that he didn't appear 
ONCE aboard the ship with our other 
crew members. Not wanting to leave the 
orange critter behind (we've got some 
interesting things in store for him in the 
issues to come), Bob graciously volun- 
teered his services. Thanks. 

That's all the thank-yous for now. 
Moving on to some more unfinished 
business, on the bottom of the next page 
you'll find the remainder of our fact file 
corrections. The instructions are the 
same as always — cut 'em out and paste 
em over the originals. 

If you've been especially observant, 
you may have noticed that we have a 
new title for this letter column. Thanks 
to Mark Mazur and Ricardo Rodriguez 
for their suggestion of FORCE FEED- 
BACK— it's got just the right mix of 
meaning and humor to make it the best 
entry we received. We've already sent 
Mark his set of all five ATARI FORCE 
mini-comics, and since both entries 
arrived within days of one another, we'd 
like to send Ricardo a set too — as soon 
as we figure out where to mail them I 
Hey, Ricardol You out there? You forgot 
to include your address! Just send it, 
along with an example of your rather 
distinctive handwriting, and we'll mail 
you your set prontol Okay? 

And while we're on the subject, 



please remember, folks, to include your 
name and address on each page of your 
LETTER, not just on the envelopes. 
Often, Gerry, Jose, or myself would like 
to respond to a letter personally, and 
while we read and save EVERY letter, 
we throw away the envelopes (unless 
there's something pretty drawn on it, in 
which case we save them too!). 
And now, on to the letters... 

Dear Atarians, 

No beating around the bush. I'll get 
straight to the point. I'm MIFFED, to say 
it printably. I picked up ATARI FORCE #1 
because I'm in the habit of trying what- 
ever first issues find ttieir way out here. I 
stayed with it mainly for two reasons — 
Dart and Blackjak. 

Don't get me wrong. There were other 
things about the book that appealed to 
me. It was well written, with a touch of 
humor as well as drama. The way events 
in each character's life — which would 
presumably lead them to each other and 
the subsequent forming of the Force- 
were nicely paced. Of course, the art 
was first class. Chris and Martin bore a 
father/son .resemblance that wasn't 
overdrawn. They looked like father and 
son, not twin brothers. The use of 
shadow and silhouette may seem out of 
place in some books, but in this it just 
added to the overall good quality. Even 
the lettering and coloring were done 
with care, and it showed. 

But I digress. As good as all the other 
characters were. Dart and Blackjak 
were better. They played off each other 
strongly. Whatever they undertook, they 
did for mutual benefit. Their dialogue 
was snappy and made me smile. I 
couldn't wait for them to bring their 
particular talents to the Force. 

And now you've killed Blackjak. Okay, 
I admit he may have been a little over- 
independent and probably would have 
had a hard time contributing to the 
team. He and Dart worked well together, 
and in time he could have gotten used to 
working with more than one person. 
Maybe that wasn't the reason you killed 
him off. Whatever it was, I'm sure you 
had your reasons, but that doesn't make 
it easier for me to see a person I really 
liked die. (Score one for the writing— 
without good characterization, any book 
is zilch.) 

I know you guys work far ahead, and 
by the time you get this letter, you'll be 
working In the vicinity of #6, but could 
you please bring Blackjak back? I know 
he fell into a star and all, but couldn't he 
have escaped? Just consider it, please? 



In the meantime, I'm looking forward 

to meeting the rest of the original Force, 

especially Li San and Mohandas. And I 

hope Dart gets a hold of Kargg's master 

(if his name was even mentioned, I 

missed it. Could he be the Dark 

Destroyer mentioned in til's lettered 

space?) and does him great bodily harm. 

Jo. Jacovino 

2001 Ballard School Road 

La Grange, KY 4O031 

Dear Mr. Heifer, 

Please excuse the tear stains on this 
letter, but I still haven't gotten over the 
death of Blackjak. Why — why was this 
necessary? I understand the conflict 
that was destined to boil between 
Blackjak and Tempest, but why UN 
Blackjak? I know I will probably get over 
ft during the many prosperous years of 
this comic, but it would be great if 
Blackjak were there during those years 
too. 

Gratefully, but sadly yours, 
Reagon Ctamon 

Dear ATARI FORCE: 

ATARI FORCE #3 was excellent to say 
the least I With the death of Blackjak and 
the appearance of Pakrat's brother — not 
to mention the fact file pagesl I'll make 
this letter short, but I have one 
question— Who is that guy who is trying 
to kill Dart and her family? 

Rickie Firelino 

P.O. Box 402 

Syracuse, IN 46567 

Dear Andy, 

I have been a comic book fanatic for 
over ten years now. I've picked up at 
least one issue of everything DC Comics 
has put out, but this time you have 
outdone yourselves. ATARI FORCE is 
one of the best science-fiction comics 
I've ever read. But I do have one com- 
plaint — Why did you do it? Killing off 
Blackjak, I mean. Blackjak was, I stress 
WAS, my favorite characterl 

David Felts 

PS. Is Dart carrying Blackjak's child? 
Thanks for good readingl 

Dear Editor: 

Just finished AF#3 and was left numb 
with wonder. This book is really taking 
off I Conway's script is tight and effec- 
tive. The shocking death of Blackjak 
certainly sets a grim pace for future 
episodes. Dart was interesting to date, 
and now the changes the death will 
bring to her character will matt* for a 



dramatic focal point of the Force's star- 
spanning adventure. Bravo! This is solid 
writingl 

Ron Fortier 

P.O. Box 265 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

(Practically everyone who sent us 

letters of comment on issue #3 felt 

pangs of regret over Blackjak's passing. 

and just as many readers wondered 

about the identity and evil motives of the 

Dark Destroyer. Regarding that, all we 

can say for now is be patient — all will 

soon be revealed! 

Dear Creators, 

I waited to write until I had read at 
least the first two issues of the new 
ATARI FORCE offering by DC. Based 
upon previous Atari Force efforts, I must 
admit to having already pretty much 
written this off as a losing product. 
However, Gerry Conway, Roy Thomas, 
Jose Garcia Lopez, and Andy Melfer are 
to be saluted for their incredible 
revamping efforts. This "new genera- 
tion" Atari Force has many times the 
charm of its predecessor. Dart does 
indeed possess sufficient charisma to 
emerge as the group's leader and key 
character. Tempest's power is amazing 
and fascinating, but his personality is 
not that of a leader (at least not yet). I like 
the duplicity of Pakrat. ft is interesting to 
see a self-realized coward who is such a 
savage fighter. I do think that Pakrat 
would be even more visually exciting if 
his fangs were to elongate when the 
fear-induced beastiality hits him. Mis 
eyes might also change from soft blue to 
screaming scarlet. Morphea is a neat 
character who should serve as a calm- 
ing and stabilizing influence on the 
team. Babe has me somewhat 
mystified. I suppose that he/she/it will 
be the major muscle (not to mention 
bulk) of the team. But if this is to be, 
we're going to have to see this char- 
acter as something different from the 
whimpering, babyish simpleton we saw 
in issue #2. I'm very pleased that you 
elected to give the characters special 
powers. This will undoubtedly increase 
the potential, excitement, and flexibility 
of both the team and the individuals 

While I cannot be certain of my feeling 
for this new band of heroes/heroines, 
there are two aspects of this new title 
which I can praise in all certainty. 
Paramount among these aspects is the 
absolutely wonderful art of Jose' Garcia 
Lopez. Heck, I've always known this 
man was one of the best. His BATMAN 
and DEADMAN works were nothing 
short of spectacular. I am totally thrilled 
to see Mr. Lopez elect to handle a 
regular title. Next, I must praise Gerry 
Conway for his superb scripting. You 
can always tell when Gerry reallyenjoys 



a story or a concept or a character, and 
he seems to be really happy to be a part 
of ATARI FORCE. Lastly, Ricardo 
Villagran is newto me. but he appears to 
handle himself quite well. As far as a 
creative team goes, this book is a 
winner. Even great talents sometimes 
don't assure comic book successes, but 
this one certainly assures that this 
concept will receive one helluva chance 
at success. If the plots, characteriza- 
tion, and excitement can live up to the 
potential of the talent of Conway and 
Lopez, this title could be a jewel in DCs 
crown of stars. I wish you great fortune. 
Yours in Fandom. 
Wallace Lee Hopkins 

(In defense of Babe (one of our 
personal favorites! all we can do is ask 
you to sit tight and wait for issue H8—we 
promise you'll warm up to the baby 
behemoth after seeing him in the 
spotlight there! 

On a totally different note, it seems 
that the letters we get come from an 
extremely diverse group of readers — 
everyone from adult collectors who've 
been reading comics for years to young 
kids who've never read a comic book 
before. And while letter cols are usually 
chock full of adult LOC's, our younger 
readers seldom get their letters in print. 
We 'II try to change that here. So without 
further ado...) 

Dear ATARI FORCE, 

I liked the first issue. I liked the little 
fur ball. Dart and Blackjak were great. 
The Egg people were funny and nice at 
the same time. Chris was great in the 
maze. The green lady was great too. The 
whole book was greatl 

Bobby Jones 

(Glad you enjoyed it, Bobby. We 
received a letter from Bobby's brother 
too. and here it is...) 

Dear Atari Force, 

I liked the first book of ATARI FORCE. 
It was very funny the way the furball 
stole the jewels. I liked it when Blackjak 
and Dart fought General Ki and ran and 
blew up the wall and jumped out and 
fell. I liked it when Dart pulled out her 
hook and caught the mountain. I also 
liked the last page of the book. It was 
funny. 

Billy Jones 

Dear Atari-ites, 

Today I take pencil in hand and write a 
few comments on ATARI FORCE #3: 

1. Why does Dart have those mark- 
ings on her body? 

2. Why did Blackjak have the metallic 
eye? 

3. On page 8, Professor Venture said 
that Dart has powers relating to the 
Multiverse. Does she really? 



4. Why did you kill off Blackjak when 
he was such a help to Dart? 

5. Can Tempest use his power to 
transport other people in the Multi- 
verse? 

Farewell. 
Jason A. Wood (age 8) 
Newport, ME 
(To answer your questions one by one. 
Jason: 1. Dart has tattoo's on her face 
and half her body. You'll learn how she 
got them in future issues. 2. Blackjak 
needs the eye camera to seel 3. Yes. 
Dart can see possible futures as they 
occur in the Multiverse. 4. We agree 
that they made a good team, but 
Blackjak's survival just wasn't in the 
cards. S. You'll continue to learn more 
about Tempest's unique powers in the 
future. This issue's story helps to 
answer your question. By the way, 
Jason — thanks for including your age. 
We hope all our younger readers will 
remember to do it.) 

Dear Editor: 

Please send me issue #2 of ATARI 

FORCE. Enclosed is the amount of one 

dollar. If more is needed for the comic 

book and postage, please contact me. 

John A. Brasfield III 

(As much as anyone enjoys getting 
money in the mail, we'd like to remind 
our readers that we can't provide them 
with back issues — we hardly have 
enough for ourselves! We're sure that 
there are comic book shops in your 
area — look them up in the telephone 
book and call them. Chances are they'll 
have the issues that you're looking for.) 



NEXT MONTH: Trapped in the 
clutches of Psiklop, the Dark Destroyer's 
latest underling, Tempest struggles to 
stay alive while the rest of the Atari 
Force tries desperately to come to his 
aid. The spotlight is on Morphea in issue 
#7, in a story that comes wrapped in a 
positively WILD cover by Jose Luis 
Garcia Lopez and Terry Austin. Be 
there — or be square! 

—ANDY HELFER 



NAME: ERIN BIA 

O'ROURKE-SINGH 
AKA: "DART" 
DATE OF BIRTH: 

1 /03/20D7 
AGE: 21 

HEIGHT: 1 .6 Meters 
WEIGHT: 57 Kilos 
NATIONALITY: HINDU- 
IRISH-CHINESE 



NAME: MORPHEA B593AB-7 

DATE OF BIRTH: Mikal's Feast. 1 7 Dark 

Flower (.4/04/1 962 IN TERRAN CALENDAR) 

AGE: 67 CANOPIAN YEARS C66 TERRAN YEARS) 

HEIGHT: 2.7 Meters WEIGHT: 75 Kilos 

NATIONALITY: CANOPIAN 



NAME: UNKNOWN 
AKA: BAF3E 

Date' of birth: 2026 

(estimated) 
age: 2 terran 

YEARS 
HEIGHT: 5 Meters 
WEIGHT: 500 Kilos 
NATIONALITY: EGGITE 

(NATIVE OF PLANET 

"EGG") 
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Volume 1 , the CLOUDY MOUNTAIN 1 "* 
cartridge was only the beginning of the 
ADVANCED DUNGEONS 1 DRAGONS'"* 
video game series for IntellMsion? Now 
comesVoIume 2, the TREASURE OF 
TARMIN*"* cartridge. You want the treasure. 
And over 50 different creatures want you! 



ADVANCED 

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS" 

TREASURE OF TARMIN * 




•ADVANCED DUNGEONS & DRAGONS, TREASURE OF TARM1N. and CLOUDY MOUNTAIN are trademarks 
owned by and used under license from TSR, Inc These cartridges are approved by TSR, Inc. the publisher of the 
"Fantasy Role-Playing Games" sold under the trademark ADVANCED DUNGEONS &. DRAGONS.* 
© 198* TSR. Inc. All Rights Reserved. © Mattel Electronics. Inc., 1983. All Rights Reserved. 




